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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 06/30/04 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the examiner is 
considering the information disclosure statement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Hogan 
(US 6,785,712). 

Regarding claim 1 , Hogan teaches a wireless electronic messaging (E-mail or 
facsimile) system for use in an aircraft (Fig. 3, User Laptop 13), comprising: a ground- 
based server (Fig. 3, Ground Server 12); an airborne server on the aircraft (Fig. 3, 
Airborne Server 10); a wireless up-link communicatively coupled to the ground-based 
server and the airborne server (Fig. 3, Air-link Interface); a display unit visible to an end- 
user to display partial information related to electronic messaging (Fig. 3, User Laptop 
13); and an input unit responsive to the user to select electronic messaging components 
for transmission from the ground-based server to the airborne server (User Laptop 13 of 
the Airborne-based) . 

Regarding claim 2, Hogan teaches the system of claim 1 , further comprising a 
wireless down-link communicatively coupled to the airborne server and the ground- 
based server wherein the airborne server transmits user selection data to the ground- 
based server (Fig. 3, CI, L22-45). 



Application/Control Number: 10/825.721 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2683 

Regarding claim 3, Hogan teaches the system of claim 2 wherein the ground- 
based server forwards selected components of the electronic messaging to the airborne 
server via the up-link based on the user selection data (Fig. 3, C6, L34-67). 

Regarding claim 4, Hogan teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the partial 
information comprises electronic mail (email) information related to at least one of a list 
of email information comprising an email sender, an email subject, and email 
attachments (Fig. 3, CI, L22-61). 

Regarding claim 5, Hogan teaches the system of claim 4 wherein the partial 
information related to email comprises size data indicative of a size of an email and/or 
an email attachment (CI, L22-61, C4, L40-67) of Hogan. 

Regarding claim 6, Hogan teaches the system of claim 4 wherein the partial 
information related to email attachments comprises cost data indicative of a cost to 
transfer an email and/or email attachment via the up-link (Fig. 3, C1, L22-61) of Hogan. 

Regarding claim 7, Hogan teach the system of claim 1 for use with multiple end- 
users, the system further comprising a display and a corresponding input unit for each 
of the plurality of end-users wherein one of the display units is visible to each of the 
end-user to display partial information related to electronic messaging for the individual 
end-user and the corresponding input unit is operable by the individual end-user to 
select electronic messaging components for the individual end-user (Fig. 1-4, C3, L31- 
67, C13, L55-63) of Hogan. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claims 8-13. 24-29, 40-45, 52-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McKenna (US 6,788,935) in view of Hogan (US 6,785,712). 

Regarding claims 8, 24 and 52, McKenna teaches a wireless electronic 
messaging system for use in an aircraft to permit electronic message communication 
between an airborne computer operated by a passenger and a ground-based electronic 
messaging system via a wireless communication link (Abstract, Fig. 1-3, CI, L58-67 to 
C2, LI -19), comprising: an airborne computing device on the aircraft to receive partial 
information related to electronic messaging for the passenger (Fig. 3, LC6, LI 9-67); but 
is slient on an output portion of the airborne computing device to route the received 
partial information to the passenger's computer; and an input portion of the airborne 
computing device to receive selection data from the passenger computer. However, 
Hogan teaches an e-mail data transfer or delivery e-mail allows passengers to send or 
receive electronic messages such as electronic mail or e-mail between the airborne 
server and ground server (Fig. 1-4, C3, L31-67, Fig. 1, passenger laptops 13 displayed 
message, and Fig. 3-4 uplink or downlink, C4, L19-26, C6, L34-65). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify McKenna, such that an output portion of the 
airborne computing device to route the received partial information to the passenger's 
computer; and an input portion of the airborne computing device to receive selection 
data from the passenger computer, to provide the capability of wherever users are, the 
users would be able to work or retrieve/send or delivery of electronic mail/electronic 
data while passengers are on board. 

Regarding claims 9, 25 and 53, McKenna/Hogan teach the system of claim 8, 
further comprising a transmitter coupled to the airborne computing device to transmit 
the selection data to the ground-based electronic messaging system via the wireless 
communication link (C6, L34-65) of Hogan. 

Regarding claims 10, 26 and 54, McKenna/Hogan teach the system of claim 8 
wherein the airborne computing device receives selected components of the electronic 
messaging via the wireless communication link based on the user selection data (C6, 
L34-65) of Hogan. 

Regarding claims 11, 27 and 55, McKenna/Hogan teach the system of claim 8 
wherein the partial information comprises electronic mail (email) information related to 
at least one of a list of email information comprising an email sender, an email subject, 
and email attachments (Fig. 3, CI, L22-61). 

Regarding claims 12, 28 and 56, McKenna/Hogan teach the system of claim 10 
and 24, wherein the partial information related to email comprises size data indicative of 
a size of an email and/or an email attachment (CI , L22-61 , C4, L40-67) of Hogan. 
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Regarding claims 13, 29 and 57, McKenna/Hogan teach the system of claim 10 
and 24, wherein the partial information related to email attachments comprises cost 
data indicative of a cost to transfer an email and/or email attachment via the up-link 
(Fig. 3, C1, L22-61)ofHogan. 

Regarding claim 40, McKenna teaches a computer-readable media to control 
wireless electronic messaging in an aircraft to permit electronic message 
communication between an airborne computer operated by a passenger and a ground- 
based electronic messaging system via a wireless communication link (Abstract, C1, 
L43-55), comprising computer instructions that cause a computer to: but is silent on 
receive partial information related to electronic messaging for a passenger; route the 
received partial information to the passenger's computer; and receive selection data 
from the passenger computer. However, Hogan teaches the hardware components are 
connected to the airborne computer server to transmit data from the aircraft to the 
ground and ground to the aircraft such as e-mail/electronic message (Fig. 2-4, C3, L31- 
67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify McKenna, such that receive partial information 
related to electronic messaging for a passenger; route the received partial information to 
the passenger^s computer; and receive selection data from the passenger computer, to 
provide the capability of wherever users are, the users would be able to work or 
retrieve/send or delivery of electronic mail/electronic data while passengers are on 
board. 
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Regarding claim 41, McKenna/Hogan teach the computer-readable media of 
claim 40, further comprising instructions to transmit the selection data to the ground- 
based electronic messaging system via the wireless communication link (Fig. 1, C3, 
L31-67) of Hogan. 

Regarding claim 42, McKenna/Hogan teach the computer-readable media of 
claim 40, further comprising instructions to receive selected components of the 
electronic messaging via the wireless communication link based on the passenger 
selection data (C6, L20-65) of Hogan. 

Regarding claim 43, McKenna/Hogan teach the computer-readable media of 
claim 40 wherein the partial information comprises electronic mail (email) information 
related to at least one of a list of email information comprising an email sender, an email 
subject, and, if the email includes and email attachment, email attachments (C6, L20- 
65) of Hogan. 

Regarding claim 44, McKenna/Hogan teach the computer-readable media of 
claim 40 wherein the partial information related to email comprises size data indicative 
of a size of an email and email attachment, if any (C4, L40-67) of Hogan. 

Regarding claim 45, McKenna/Hogan teach the computer-readable media of 
claim 40 wherein the partial information related to email and email attachments, if any, 
comprises cost data indicative of a cost to transfer an email and email attachment, if 
any, via the up-link (CI, L22-61) of Hogan. 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Mitchell US 6,741,841 see document 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-8131 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Michael T. Vu 
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